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SUBJECT: MICOMBERO LETTER TO GOWON 

REF A. DAR 2280 (NOTAL), B. BUJUMBURA 679 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE ESSENTIAL POINTS OP MESSAGE SENT JUNE 2 BY 
PRESIDENT MICOMBERO TO PRESIDENT GOWON IN LATTER’S CAPACITY 
AS OAU HEAD. TEXT BEING POUCHED ADDRESSEES. 

2. AFRICAN ROLE IN BURUNDI PROBLEM: "SPIRIT OF DEBATES, 

AND CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY OUR BROTHER LEADERS OF AFRICA LAST 
MONTH(AT OAU SUMMIT) ABOUT SITUATION IN OUR COUNTRY HAS LED 
US TO GREATER BELIEP IN UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION OP 
OUR BROTHER NEIGHBORS IN SEEKING A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM 
APFECTING THE PEOPLE I LEAD... PROBLEM CREATED IN BURUNDI BY 
ENEMIES OP APRICA AND ITS PEOPLES." 
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3. REQUEST THAT GOWON ACT AS INTERMEDIARY WITH TANZANIA: 
"NEVETHELESS," LETTER CONTINUES, "WE ASK YOU TO BE OUR 
INTERMEDIARY WITH LEADERS OF SISTER REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
TO END THAT LATTER MAKE GREATER EEFORT CONTROL BURUNDI 
REFUGEES ACCEPTED ONTO THEIR TERRITORY, WHO CONTINUE TO 
ATTACK PEACEFUL POPULATION IN FRONTIER REGION. WE WANT 
TANZANIAN LEADERS TO UNDERSTAND METHODS USED BY REBELS 
MASQUERADING AS REFUGEES, WHO SOONER OR LATER RISK 
COMPROMISING GOOD RELATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION" 
BETWEEN BURUNDI AND TANZANIA. 

4. GRB VERSION OF INCIDENTS: LETTER CLAIMS "REBELS" MAKE 
PRACTICE OF ATTACKING ACROSS BORDER AND, WHEN THROWN BACK 
INTO COUNTRY OF REFUGE, CLAIMING THEY ARE REFUGEES WOUNDED 
AND MUTILATED BY BURUNDI ARMY AND PEOPLE. THEY EVEN 

GO SO FAR AS TO CLAIM THEY ARE TANZANIAN OR RWANDAN CITIZENS 
ATTACKED BY BURUNDI ARMY ON NEIGHBORS SOIL. NIGHT OF 
JUNE 28-29 SAW NEW ARMED ATTACKS FROM TANZANIA AND RWANDA, 
WHICH WERE REPULSED AND WHICH MICOMBERO HASTENING TO 
REPORT TO GOWON TO TRY TO BRING TANZANIA AND RWANDA TO 
EXERCISE MORE CONTROL. 

5. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NO INDICATION THAT REFUGEES 
FROM RWANDA WERE INVOLVED IN RECENT INCIDENT. RELIABLE 
LOCAL SOURCES CONTINUE REPORT THAT INDICENT WAS SET OFF 
BY BURUNDI ARMY INITIATIVE AGAINST REBELS IN SOUTHERN 
(TANZANIA) BORDER AREA. UNCONFIRMED STORY CIRCULATING 
HERE FOR SOME TIME THAT GOVERNOR OF KIGOMA SUPPLYING TANU 
PARTY CARDS TO BURUNDI REFUGEES, THUS CONPLICATING 
IDENTIFICATION OF VICTIMS BORDER ACTIONS. 

6. MICOMBERO'S PASSING COMMENT ON OAU ROLE IN BURUNDI'S 
PROBLEM (PARA 2 ABOVE) MIGHT GIVE GOWON OR EKANGAKI/ 
KAMANDA OPENING FOR MOVING BEYONG "INTERNAL QUESTION" 
APPROACH IF OAU CHOOSES TO PICK IT UP.YOST 
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